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[ Abstract ] The theory of membrane anatomy has been widely used in the field of
colorectal surgery. The key point to perform high quality total mesorectal excision (TME) and
complete mesocolic excision (CME) is to identify the correct anatomical plane. Intraoperative
identification of the various fasciae and fascial spaces is the key to accessing the correct surgical
plane and surgical success. The landmark vessels refer to the small vessels that originate from the
original peritoneum on the surface of the abdominal viscera during embryonic development and are
produced by the fusion of the fascial space. From the point of view of embryonic development, the
abdominopelvic fascial structure is a continuous unit, and the landmark vessels on its surface do not
change morphologically with the fusion of fasciae and have a specific pattern. Drawing on previous
literature and clinical surgical observations, we believe that tiny vessels could be used to identify
various fused fasciae and anatomical planes. This is a specific example of membrane anatomical
surgery.
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